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editorial

Nanie Ratsifandrihamanana, 
Country Director, WWF Madagascar

Photo credit: WWF Madagascar

“W
e can now say with 

credibility that we have 

kept 1.5 degrees alive, but 

its pulse is weak and it will only survive 

if we keep our promises and translate 

commitments into rapid action”. This 

statement from the President of COP 

26 says it all.  

COP 26 closed in Glasgow just a 
couple of weeks ago. After having 

raised high expectations for a step 

change in the pace and scale of climate 

action, the final Glasgow pact, while 
being far from those expectations, can 

still be considered as one step in the 

right direction.  

At COP 26, parties to the Paris 
Agreement had to resolve three 

major gaps: a gap in targets to reduce 

emissions, a gap in rules to deliver 

and monitor progress, and a gap in 

financing the climate action needed 
to put the world on a pathway to a 

safer future.

Effective and meaningful reduction 
of emissions can only be achieved by 

de-carbonizing every sector. Targets 

for emissions reduction are still missing 

but parties agreed on ways forward to 

set credible figures. The agreement 
could have included stronger 

language, deadlines and ways to action 

an effective transition out of fossil fuels, 
in addition to concrete actions to stop 

nature loss and scale up restoration.  

The African nations group, of which 

Madagascar is part, came to Glasgow 

to demand climate justice and call for 

climate finance. African negotiators 
wanted $1.3 trillion to cope with 

the impacts of climate change and 

accelerate adaptation measures, and 

an additional commitment around loss 

and damage – estimated by experts to 

amount to trillions of dollars. The final 
deal sealed at Glasgow is far from this. 

However, there are also positive 

outcomes such as a new global 

deal by 100 nations to halt and 
reverse deforestation by 2030, which 
Madagascar joined, or the creation of an 

annual ocean dialogue for ocean-based 

climate mitigation and adaptation 

action.  The recognition of the vital role 

of nature in achieving the 1.5°C goal 

and the fact that biodiversity loss and 

climate change are intricately linked is 

undoubtedly a major progress. Another 

element that is worth mentioning is 

the recognition of the increasing role 

of non-state actors in climate action, 

because governments on their own 

will not succeed in keeping track of 1.5 

degrees, the actions of businesses, civil 

society organizations, communities, 

citizens will more than ever count. 

Well, that’s it for Glasgow, what about 

Madagascar? What can the country get 

out of COP 26?  

Madagascar took active part in COP 

26 with a large delegation led by the 
President of the Republic himself. The 

prolonged drought in the South and its 

consequences on the lives of millions 

of men, women and children has 

raised an unprecedented awareness of 

climate change and its impacts in the 

country, up to the highest level. 

A recent scientific study by the World 
Weather Attribution, however, denies 

COP 26 is over, what now?
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the claims that climate change has 

caused the food crisis in the South. 

According to this study, while climate 

change might have had a small 

effect on increasing the probability 
of drought, any possible effect is 
less important than natural variability 

and the vulnerability of people in the 

region to food insecurity. Hence, past 

and present failure to find effective 
and durable solutions to address the 

challenges of water availability, low 

agricultural yields and poverty in this 

naturally dry area are to blame, not 

climate change. 

Indeed, climate change at work 

exacerbates existing problems. Where 

populations suffer from poor food 
security, water shortages, lack of 

access to basic services and other signs 

of dire poverty, climate change will 

exacerbate those. Where ecosystems 

are degraded, climate change will 

aggravate the effects for species and 
humans. The best way to fight climate 
change is therefore to first address all 
the non-climate problems: rampant 

poverty, environmental degradation, 

poor infrastructure and so on. 

Nature is Madagascar’s first and 
greatest asset. Key economic sectors 

such as agriculture, livestock, fisheries 
or tourism all greatly depend on healthy 

nature. Nature is also our greatest asset 

in the fight against climate change. 
Forests, mangroves and seagrasses 

have been identified as major carbon 
sinks. Healthy ecosystems are 

fundamental to build resilience for 

people and wildlife. For Madagascar, 

nature, climate and livelihoods are 

intricately linked and so will be the 

solutions to the challenges they pose.  

Promoting local economic 

development that benefits 
communities living nearby high 

biodiversity areas, such as parks and 

other protected areas, adding value 

to nature resources and increasing 

market integration of rural farmers are 

critical to reduce the dependency on 

natural resources. Finding alternatives 

to the use of charcoal produced 

from natural forests and mangroves 

(which is the case in most regions 
outside of the central highlands) and 
ensuring availability and affordability 
of such alternatives at scale should 

be a top priority, while ensuring better 

managed fuelwood production in the 

meantime. The presidential vision to 

make Madagascar green again needs 

to be accompanied by a clear and 

shared plan that is laying where, what 

for and how forest restoration and 

reforestation/afforestation should take 
place, is much needed. For instance, 

where and with what species should 

forests be restored to maintain critical 

functions (such as habitat for lemurs 
and other species and corridors to allow 

them to move and adapt to climate 

change), for carbon sequestration or for 
wood and fuel provision?  

Above all, it is critical to ensure that 

the remaining standing forests and 

natural ecosystems are effectively 
protected and maintained. This requires 

better resourcing protected area 

management, making law enforcement 

more effective and eradicating 
corruption at all levels in the natural 

resources sector. Madagascar counts 

on generating revenues from forest 

carbon by reducing emissions from 

deforestation and forest degradation 

(REDD+), mainly through large scale 
reforestation – a national target of 

150,000 ha now set for 2022. But what is 
the point if we continue to lose existing 

forests to fires, even in the core zones 
of protected areas as is the case with 

Menabe Antimena, Ankarafantsika and 

others? As a matter-of-fact, experts 

estimate that if Madagascar’s forests 

continue to disappear at the current 

rate, the country will turn from a current 

carbon sink into a carbon emitter as 

soon as 2030. 

So, coming back to the question: what 

can Madagascar get out of COP 26? 

Madagascar’s Intended Nationally 

Determined Contributions (INDC) 
estimates at 42 billion USD the total 
amount required to ensure that the 

country is set to face future climate 

events and their impacts and that it 

builds resilience to maintain adequate 

agriculture and fisheries yields, 
maintain critical infrastructure, prevents 

the expansion of future diseases, 

avoids future water shortages and 

food insecurity and ultimately reduces 

the risks for future social conflicts, 
aggravated poverty and economic 

downturns.  

COP 26, with the many commitments 
of future climate finance could open 
additional and new funding channels 

for Madagascar to deliver on these 

commitments. However, in order to 

be able to fully take advantage these 

opportunities, Madagascar will have 

to show it is committed to and taking 

the appropriate actions for protecting 

the remaining natural ecosystems and 

addressing the drivers of deforestation, 

biodiversity loss, and rural poverty. 

This would be our most meaningful 

contribution towards 1.5 degrees for 

the planet and definitely the most 
reliable lifeline for the current and 

future generations of Malagasy people.    

By Nanie Ratsifandrihamanana, 
Country Director, WWF Madagascar
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Baomiavotse Vahinala Raharinirina, 
Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development

Photo: MEDD

interview

Baomiavotse Vahinala Raharinirina: 
“I am ready to make major decisions even 
at the risk of turning unpopular.”

2
021 was marked by the first climate change-driven 
famine that keeps ravaging the southern part of 

Madagascar. The region is not new to drought. 

However, no solution to end this crisis is in sight yet. The 

United Nations reported last November that 1.3  million 
people are “severely hungry” in the south of the Big 

Island, and that if no tangible action at the global level 

is taken to tackle the climate crisis, many other countries 

could suffer a similar fate in the upcoming years. COP26 
is very timely. A large delegation, led by President Andry 

Rajoelina, attended the climate summit in Glasgow, 

Scotland, last November. All eyes on Madagascar! – “Aty 

amintsika ny mason’izao tontolo izao.” 

AmCham had the opportunity to meet the Minister of 

Environment and Sustainable Development (MEDD) 
Baomiavotse Vahinala Raharinirina for a brief interview 

in Glasgow during the COP26. 

How represented is Madagascar 
at the COP26?

“First of all, the presence of President Andry Rajoelina 

himself has been widely welcomed by the international 

community. But Madagascar was represented by a varied 

and enthusiastic delegation from the public and private 

sectors, the civil society, and activists. That demonstrates 

the open-mindness of the current government. 

Madagascar was clearly visible as the first victim of 
climate change-driven drought at the global level. This is 

the case at the regional level as well. Today, we can say 

that Madagascar is one of the leaders of the fight against 
climate change. The delegation actively took part in 

various side events and negotiations, including bilateral 

negotiations.”

Is Madagascar aware that climate change 
is really happening?

“Public opinion is divided. On one side, people who are 

stricken with full force by the impact of climate change 

know exactly what is going on. On the other side, there 

are people who think it is just the problem of developed 
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countries and that we use it as an 

excuse to beg for international aid. 

There are those who think that 

Madagascar is a carbon emitter and 

finds itself trapped in a self-produced 
drought. 

Let me go straightforward. Climate 

change is the result of 300 years 
of industrialization of developed 

countries. The developed world 

bears primary responsibility for 

climate change. Only three percent 

of global carbon emissions are 

generated in Africa, with only 0.01 
percent in Madagascar. Anyway, 

Madagascar remains accountable 

towards the issue and carries its 

share of responsibility. But we do not 

bear the same share of responsibility 

as industrialized countries like the 

United States, the European Union, 

or the United Kingdom.” 

Is Madagascar a polluter 
anyway?

“No, Madagascar is not ranked 

among emitters of carbon dioxide. 

We do not operate frequent and 

cheap flights; we do not operate 
polluter maritime transport; we 
do not excessively use domestic 

heating during winters. Of course, our 

activities generate carbon emissions; 
but we are blessed enough with 

forests that can absorb CO2. 
Madagascar is liable to get involved 

in an action for climate solidarity. This 

should be accomplished through 

forest preservation. Our biggest 

risk is forest extinction. President 

Andry Rajoelina is highly committed 

to reducing our dependency on 

charcoal and finding alternative 
energy sources. For now we are not 

a polluter, but can become one in 10 
or 15 years without social will – social 

will because political will is already 

there.”

How to achieve that 
social will?

“The message is clear. Polluter 

or not, we have our share of 

responsibility. Reforestation should 

not be a whim. We must regreen 

the country. Slash and burn is not 

sustainable. Pyromaniacs kill us. At 

this pace, we run the risk of wiping 

out our forests and mangroves. We do 

not even know that water comes from 

forests. We dirty our environment 

ourselves by driving everyday, by 

riding two-stroke scooters and 

motorcycles, by burning plastic, and 

so on. We cannot blame pollution on 

the others. Alaotra and Marovoay are 

covered with mud and trash. There 

is a danger that we will no longer be 

able to grow rice despite our large 

fields. We should call out to our 
citizens where it hurts. Tomorrow we 

may run out of water and food.”

We talk a lot about 
multibillion-dollar 
adaptation funds. 
Where does Madagascar 
stand today?

“Pursuant to the Paris Agreement, 

Madagascar has implemented its 

national climate change adaptation 

plan. Adaptation policies require 800 
million to one billion dollars annually 

in critical locations. This has been 

belittled by developed countries 

who signed the Paris Agreement. 

Adaptation policies in Madagascar 

should include the transformation of 

its agriculture, adapted infrastructure 

projects, and major changes in eating 

habits in the south. We should rethink 

what to grow and what to breed. Such 

substantial shifts require funding. 

We must urgently tackle climate 

migrations and make sure that those 

hungry people do not have to move to 

key locations such as Ankarafantsika.” 

Let us go back to energy 
transition. Isn’t there any 
barrier to entry when 
it comes to producing 
alternative energy source 
like bioethanol, for example?

“The Ministry of Environment and 

Sustainable Development does not 

see any barrier. Anyway, we should 

regulate the market through relevant 

texts and laws. Also, let us not forget 

that like any other product, bioethanol 

is driven by market principles. Today, 

the share of consumers ready to shift 

towards the use of bioethanol is still 

low. In the market of energy sources, 

the price of charcoal is way lower 

than that of butane gas. Increasing 

the price of charcoal clashes with the 

general public expectation. Reducing 

the price of butane gas at the same 

time will not make the population 

happy. In one word, the demand for 

bioethanol – and other alternative 

energy source – remains low. The 

President is not seeking to exercise 

monopoly in the bioethanol sector. 

Rather, he envisions developing the 

use of bioethanol and biogas at the 

district level.”

COP26 is over. What now?

“We should focus on calls to 

action to our fellow citizens. I would 

recommend that we opt for alternate 

traffic circulations on Thursdays 
and Fridays. We should ban imports 

and use of highly polluting two-

stroke scooters. We should stop 

burning bricks. We should make 

burning plastics illegal. We must 

make important concessions. I am 

ready to make major decisions even 

at the risk of turning unpopular. 

Most importantly, we must keep on 

engaging in bilateral negotiations 

with key countries.”

Interview by Kenny Raharison
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Romy Andrianarisoa Voos, President of 

GEM’s Sustainable Development and 

Business Ethic Commission (DDEA)

business

Romy Andrianarisoa Voos: 
“The private sector is a key player 
in the fight against climate change.”

T
he engagement of the private 

sector in setting and implementing 

sustainable development policy 

remains at the heart of the global debate. 

While big global groups prove reluctant 

to progressive regulations, many more 

show evident support to SDGs by 

setting highly ambitious targets – such 

as Microsoft who “pledged to achieve 

carbon negative status by 2030.”

Today Madagascar witnesses the 

scariest drought in the southern part 

of the country, as a direct result of 

climate change – even though other 

studies overturned that theory. Like 

in any other country, the Malagasy 

private sector has a key responsibility 

in tackling climate change, reaching 

the SDGs, and preserving national 

biodiversity. Romy Andrianarisoa Voos, 

President of the GEM’s (Groupement 
des Entreprises de Madagascar) 
Sustainable Development and 

Business Ethic Commission (DDEA 
Commission), travelled to Glasgow to 
attend COP26 last November. Romy 
Andrianarisoa’s mission during COP26 
was focused on building partnerships 

leading to concrete actions with key 

countries such as Japan and Morocco, 

and with countries who managed to 

handle extreme climate conditions 

such as Dubai. 

“The private sector is not aware 
of climate change yet.”

Romy states that the awareness 

level of the private sector – and all 

stakeholders excluding the Ministry 

of Environment and Sustainable 

Development – is still low. “To be very 

clear, we only do green washing and 

social washing that account for 80 

percent of CSR activities. Even though 

we express our commitment to restoring 

green, little action is done.”

Today, with the impact of climate 

change felt in their daily lives, Malagasy 

people start to open their eyes. Small 

communities suffer from industrial 
fishing like never before. Temperatures 
are skyrocketing, human life itself 

is threatened. Romy stresses that 

despite all of this, Madagascar is still 

far from a fair level of awareness due 

to unsuitable policies.

Leadership from 
the top is critical.

Romy argues that effective 
sensitization must come with a clear 

government strategy.  “The example 

comes from above.” First, she insists on 

an adapted legal framework governing 

the private sector.  She cites the example 

of Namibia where companies allocate 

1 to 5 percent of their turnovers to the 

green economy. Then, the government 

must ease access to green financing 
and create favorable conditions to the 

regreening of businesses.

The President of the GEM’s DDEA 

Commission also recommends 

capacity-building projects and 

highlights the great example of Mauritius 

who made a significant progress in 
sustainable tourism. This means that 

appropriate sectoral strategies must be 

implemented.

Exports: control of 
carbon footprint

Reducing generation of greenhouse 

gases measured by the so-called 

“carbon footprint” can become an 

opportunity for a country or a region 

to become more competitive in terms 

of exports. To meet the requirements 

of their buyers, exporters have no 

other choice than reducing the carbon 

footprint at each level of the value chain 

– from the production of an item to the 

management of its waste.

Romy Andrianarisoa explains that 

Malagasy companies are not the worst 

polluters on the global mapping. The 
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great thing is, Madagascar will not 

wait to become a polluter to set up a 

decarbonisation strategy. The Ministry 

of Environment and Sustainable 

Development has put in place a 

strategy to manage and control carbon 

footprint to be respected, but it is based 

on the companies’ free choice. The 

government does not exert a stringent 

inspection over the matter. To Romy, 

Madagascar does not have the tools 

and the right people who understand 

that mechanism yet. “For now, fighting 
against climate change and preserving 

our biodiversity are our top priorities; but 

we definitely should work on that in the 
coming years.”

Oil sector: “Madagascar is not 
going to ban fossil energy.”

To achieve SDG7: Affordable and 
Clean Energy, to align with what was 

decided in the Paris Agreement, to 

achieve SDGs by 2030, and to fulfill a 
decarbonized energy system by 2050, 
the United Nations (2021) urges every 
country to speed up energy transition 

and broaden its scope. 

Romy Andrianarisoa reports that the 

global use of fossil energy still counts 

for 60 percent of the total consumption. 
Oil producers keep focusing on oil 

production. Anyway, every country will 

have to move towards energy transition. 

Today, the use of hybrid energy systems 

is still low, and that of renewables is 

even lower, except for pioneers such as 

Nordic countries. Madagascar is lagging 

behind. Today, the Big Island is just 

starting to explore its potential in fossil 

energy. This delay is not necessarily a 

bad thing, with regards to the natural 

resources that we have. 

“Madagascar will pave its own way 

to energy transition – a ‘made in Mada’ 

scheme.” Even though Madagascar 

must turn the corner in the shift towards 

renewables, Romy explains that 

“Madagascar is not going to ban fossil 

energy.” Instead, Madagascar’s energy 

transition will include fossils, hybrids 

and renewables. However, she insists 

on the implementation of effective 
economic, social and environmental 

strategies by benchmarking and 

learning from exemplary countries such 

as Norway or Canada.

Filling the “policy gap”.

“As far as the private sector is 

concerned, it is urgent to establish a 

single legal framework for all existing 

and future investments,” Romy 

Andrianarisoa argues. Concretely, 

all investors are required to meet 

certain strict terms and conditions. In 

accordance with the MECIE decree 

– the decree for environmental 

compliance of investments – every 

single mining project is required to 

apply for an environmental permit 

operating. Unfortunately, the decree 

is applicable to the mining sector only. 

Romy recommends that all economic 

sectors should be subject to a similar 

legal provision.

On a personal note, Romy advocates 

for a strict implementation of rules 

and policies. In other countries, 

businesses are required to allocate part 

of their turnovers towards regreening 

and preserving the environment. In 

Madagascar, only one to two percent of 

local companies’ turnovers are spent for 

that valuable cause; and on top of that, 
it remains an opt-in provision. In other 

words, Romy Andrianarisoa strives for an 

effective supervision of investments in 
key sectors such as infrastructures and 

tourism, and highly recommends that 

sustainability becomes a mandatory 

component of business operations.

Madagascar as a leader in 
the Indian Ocean region

Madagascar’s neighboring islands 

are way more committed in the 

preservation of the environment and in 

the fight against climate change. The 
country is left unseen due to the lack 

of political visibility and a significant 
leadership gap to fill, especially in terms 
of good governance. “Madagascar 

must be involved in the establishment 

of regional policies to tackle climate 

change.” Madagascar, through GEM, 

envisions leading a regional conference 

of sustainable development. 

Romy Andrianarisoa specifically 
adds that women must be actively 

involved in this common fight and 
gender-based policies must be 

implemented. The GFEM (Groupement 
des Femmes Entrepreneures de 

Madagascar) joining the GEM is already 
a major step. Moreover, it is important 

to recall that GEM members contribute 

roughly 72  percent of tax incomes in 

Madagascar. This means that the private 

sector, and the GEM in particular, is a 

key stakeholder in reaching SDGs along 

with public institutions. 

Madagascar is home to five percent 
of the endemic biodiversity in the 

world, and shares the responsibility 

of ensuring that biodiversity is kept 

safe at the global level. Today, with or 

without COP26, technical and financial 
partners (TFPs) involved in biodiversity 
preservation are looking closely into 

Madagascar’s case. Romy Andrianarisoa 

Voos sees President Andry Rajoelina’s 
Madagascar Emergence Plan and 

his strategy to put biodiversity at the 

heart of Madagascar’s development 

policy as a very commendable 

point. Same goes for the Minister 

of Environment and Sustainable 

Development Baomiavotse Vahinala 
Raharinirina’s pledge to make the link 

between sustainable development 

and economic development. But still, 

the government will not make it alone; 
private companies have a major role to 

play in this fight.

By Kenny Raharison
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forest conservation

Dr Sarobidy Rakotonarivo, 

Environmental socio-economist 

Dr Sarobidy Rakotonarivo: 
“How do we turn the Glasgow pledge 
to end deforestation by 2030 
into reality?”

P
rotecting, conserving and restoring forests, also 

known as nature-based solutions (NbS) are really 

important if the world is going to tackle climate 

change. Despite well-meaning efforts, forest loss continues. 
In countries like Madagascar, we are losing forest quickly: 

forest that matters for its carbon, but also for its unique 

biodiversity.

While NbS may be new language, the underlying 

rationale is not new. So why is forest loss persisting despite 

three decades of efforts? My research suggests that it is 
because we often prefer simplistic win-win narratives, that 

forest conservation is good for people and the planet. We 

refuse to acknowledge that there are people who lose out 

from the restrictions imposed by conservation, that there 

are genuinely winners and losers from NbS. Where there 

are people who are really dependent on clearing forests 

for agriculture, then inevitably, if that forest is conserved, 

then there is a cost to these people.

More than 141 leaders in Glasgow announced they would 
end deforestation by 2030. But I am not sure we know the 
true cost of ending deforestation or restoring the degraded 

lands equitably, without making forest communities poorer 

or more food insecure. It is interesting to see how Indonesia 

has rowed back on their signature to the pledge citing the 

importance of development. 

The renewed commitment on stopping deforestation is 

certainly a good news, as well as the many mentions of 

support for Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities 

(IPLCs), However, if the money is being spent on 
bureaucracy, or paying consultants and big international 

organisations, then we should not expect much. 

How do we turn that pledge into reality?

First, implementation will depend on whether local 

communities have secure and clear rights to lands and other 
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benefits from NbS such as the carbon revenue. Currently, the 
implementers of these schemes are governments who are 

the de jure owners (often inherited from colonial regimes) 
of lots of forest. In much of Africa, local people’s traditional 

claims to lands and to the forests are not recognised by 

governments and this means that there is therefore, a risk 

that the benefits of forest conservation such as carbon 
revenues do not reach forest communities. 

Second, recognizing local land rights is not enough. 

We need to make it worthwhile for local communities 

to maintain the forest, which implies adequate and long-

term funding for local livelihoods. Transitioning to more 

sustainable farming techniques, market access and 

combatting the multiple causes of food insecurity in remote 

areas will play a key role in this but it is not easy and needs 

genuine investment.  We must pay the real costs; we cannot 
do it on the cheap. The history of conservation is littered 

by mismatches between the stated goal, and the funding 

allocated to it. The end result is usually failure, with local 

communities often bearing the costs.

In the United Kingdom, conservationists and government 

are very comfortable with paying rich country landowners 

(e.g., owners of Scottish estates) to lock up carbon. It 
sometimes feels like if you are relatively rich your costs are 

paid, but if you are the poorest in the world, you just get 

displaced without compensation. 

Warm words about IPLCs will not change this fundamental 

injustice. It is those people at the forest frontier holding an 

axe that have the biggest influence over what happens. 
We can have endless discussions at places like Glasgow, 

but unless these people making decisions about how they 

farm are properly empowered, and their rights are formally 

recognized and secured, I am not sure a solution based on 

nature is possible.

By Dr Sarobidy Rakotonarivo, 
Environmental socio-economist from the ESSA-Forets, 
University of Antananarivo 

Disclosure: The views in this article do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the ESSA/Forets or the University of Antananarivo
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tourism

“T
he world  is waiting… We 

will restart tourism!” it says. 

For almost a year now, the 

UN World Tourism Organization 

has launched the #RestartTourism 

campaign - asking travelers to be 
patient, responsible, and to ‘travel 

tomorrow.’ It took time but here we 

are finally… Borders are progressively 
reopening throughout the world! Avid 

tourists are already planning their 

next trips. At the same time, the hotels 

and restaurants, the travel agents and 

tour operators, the coffees and bars 
- all the tourism industry - “seem” 
to be well prepared in welcoming 

tourists again at their doorsteps. 

But restarting tourism is way more 

complicated than just making sure 

that the mandatory health and safety 

procedures are met... Well, at least, 

if we want to restart well, and in a 

sustainable manner.

Building resilience 
for times of crises

Over the past two decades, the 

industry has been seriously hit by 

waves of global crises (the 2003 
SARS epidemic, the 2009 economic 
depression, and the covid-19 
pandemic). By now, anyone can affirm 
that these won’t be the last ones we 

will face. In uncertain times as these, 

we need to be better prepared to face 

further global crises. In other words, 

the industry needs to be more resilient. 

One way to reach that desired ability 

is to foster and strengthen the state 

of our domestic tourism. The thing 

is when a global crisis hits, foreign 

tourists will refrain from crossing 

borders and travel internationally. 

However, local tourists will somehow 

continue to travel domestically 

and will keep the business running. 

Countries with weak domestic 

tourism are indeed less able to 

endure the impacts of major global 

crises in international markets 

(Tourism Industry Association New 
Zealand, 2015).

If this pandemic has taught us 

anything, it’s that we can no longer 

afford to do things the way we used 
to do. It is high time that we adjusted 

our strategies in order to include the 

domestic travelers at the heart of the 

tourism industry. Give them a greater 

consideration the next time you 

develop your new products, when 

you work on your pricing strategy or 

design your marketing campaign... I 

am not suggesting we should forget 

the international market. Far from it! 

But if international travelers are your 

only target, you should seriously 

consider making a local addition. 

“Global warming” you say?

Domestic tourism truly has the 

ability to empower the industry. 

However, not all types of domestic 

tourism do - especially now with 

the pressing climate change crisis. 

For decades now, thousands of 

Malagasy people are squashed up 

on the beaches of Mahajanga or in 

the small town of Foulpointe for their 

annual summer vacation. Despite 

generating economic benefits, this 
type of domestic mass tourism 

generally comes with various 

negative environmental impacts. This 

destructive behavior needs to be 

changed if we want to restart tourism 

well. As the UN SecretaryGeneral 

said at the COP26, “Either we stop it - 
or it stops us.” 

Travelers should no longer travel 

the way they used to! Additionally, 

tourism operators should offer ways 
for travelers to travel  differently. 
Breakations, adventure and sport 

tourism, cultural and heritage 

tourism, and even agritourism are 

all rising trends among modern 

Malagasy travelers – multiple 

opportunities to develop new 

tourism products that are more 

environmentally friendly than the 

traditional mass coastal tourism. By 

adding a spice of “environmental 

education,” we stand a real chance 

to change the shape of the tourism 

industry. 

By Narindra Randrianavony 
Founder of Ahavah, Narindra has 
a Master in Hospitality & Tourism 
Management from UofSC, USA. 
He is also a Fulbright fellow.

Restart tourism sustainably: 
a matter of a strong 
domestic tourism



          A quality product from a long-las�ng know-how

Naomy Rasolofonirina and her family have always produced a very high quality level of vanilla 

for almost 40 years in Sambava. High quality vanilla pod des�ned for exports, mainly the CE.  
Materializing her durable and ethical view, Pure Vanilla has the biological cer�fica�on 

(ECOCERT) and the fair trade cer�fica�on (FLOCERT), integra�ng at the same �me both 
human and their work but also the respect of the environment in the produc�on process.

          The woman at the heart of Pure Vanilla development

Personally convinced that autonomous women represent an undeniable workforce for the 
development and the ba�le against poverty, she gets herself involved to help the women 
members in her company. As an ac�ve member of the Groupement des Femmes Entrepreneurs de 

Madagascar (GFEM) and president of Mariry Associa�on in Sambava, she gives her maximum 

to promote gender equality and to help women from rural background.

          Flourishing perpec�ve for Vanilla channels

Even though Vanilla has gone through some difficul�es because of the vola�lity of its price 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, Naomy Rasolofonirina keeps a posi�ve mindset in its future. 
She remains op�mis�c about the African Con�nental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) project and the 

Panafrican aspira�ons stated in the Agenda 2063 which are the basis of the industrializa�on 
of the vanilla sector to let Madagascar export a transformed value added product. Finally, 
Naomy Rasolofonirina sees in young African popula�on a mainspring economic force 
because the African con�nent is rich in talented people just wai�ng for investments and 
accompaniment in the fields of educa�on and qualifica�on.

#WomenInAfrica54

Gold Award 2021 for Pure Vanilla, the
golden company of  Naomy Rasolofinirina

Naomy RASOLOFONIRINA

Pure Vanilla Madagascar

@purevanillamadagascar 

www.pure-vanilla-mg.com

 « I am commi�ed to 
the ability of vanilla

to create an equitably 
distributed income
for all actors of the 

value chain.

In fact, Naomy Rasolofonirina, founder and CEO of Pure Vanilla, was rewarded last October 
with the Gold Award for Southern Africa region. As she men�oned in an ar�cle wri�en by 
Forbes Africa Magazine, this consecra�on is the result of a non-relaxed involvement with 
her family to promote their vanilla – which reflects quality, equity and durability – in the 
interna�onal market.

WOMEN IN AFRICA

          The Malagasy woman contractor rewarded during the 5th edi�on
          of the Women in Africa 54 program
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biodiversity

Professor Jonah Ratsimbazafy, 
President of the Madagascar Primate 

Research Group (GERP)

M
adagascar does not have 

the Eiffel Tower that Paris in 
France is famous for; it does 

not have the Statue of Liberty that New 

York in the United States is proud of; it 

does not have the Great Wall of China 

or the Pyramid of Egypt that attract 

many tourists to travel there, relics 

made only by the hand of man. But 

the unique treasure of Madagascar, 

which has existed for nearly 50 million 

years, are the lemurs.

While the panda of China and kiwi 

of New Zealand are famous, as are 

the kangaroo of Australia, lemurs 

are inarguably Madagascar's golden 

goose. To this day, Madagascar hosts 

112 species of lemurs, all of which are 

native to the country and account for 

20 percent of the world's primates. 

All lemurs use natural forest as their 

habitat, but less than 10 percent of 
the natural forest remains today. 

The endangerment of these lemurs 

is therefore very high as 95 percent 

of them are already threatened with 

extinction.

All lemurs are protected species 

and are legally protected, however 

there are still those who hunt them 

for food and livestock. However, the 

biggest problem they face and cause 

their extinction is mainly fire. Each 

year, more than 30,000 hectares of 

forest are burned and it is believed 

that many lemurs die as a result. As an 

example, the location of the smallest 

primate on the earth, Microcebus 

berthae in the protected area of 

Menabe Antimena, where the famous 

baobab avenues are found, is likely to 

disappear within the next 4 years.

Since October 2014, we have 
been celebrating the World Lemur 

Festival and the National Lemur 

Day has been announced by the 

Ministry of Environment and Natural 

Resources to be celebrated every 

last Friday of October since 2020. 
Indeed, the protection of lemurs 

is the duty and responsibility of 

all citizens. All citizens must know 

that they are a national treasure 

and in 2021, the theme chosen was: 
“Lemurs: Neither food nor livestock 

but a pillar of the forest.”

As part of the school program, from 

kindergarten on, Malagasy children 

must be introduced to the unique 

treasures of their country, including 

lemurs. People must be made aware 

that they are not allowed to hunt, 

eat or breed them without proper 

authorization.

We must continue to promote 

nature tourism to see lemurs and 

encourage people to enjoy these 

natural resources.

Like many countries that use their 

distinctive animals as a republican 

logo such as the American bold eagle; 
Senegalese lions; Ivorian elephants etc. 
lemurs should also be the emblem of 

the Malagasy Republic, not the zebu 

which is not indigenous to Madagascar. 

Likewise with the logos of the 

Gendarmerie, the Military Engineering 

and the University of Antananarivo, 

which are still the zebu, they should 

be changed into lemurs, an animal 

indigenous and unique to Madagascar.

In addition to being a valuable 

resource specific to Madagascar, 
lemurs are also a pillar of the forest 

as they are key agents of pollination 

and seed dispersal. Some tree 

species must pass through the 

bowels of lemurs for the native tree 

to grow quickly.

Madagascar without lemurs would 

not be Madagascar. Therefore let us 

protect the lemurs.

By Prof Jonah Ratsimbazafy, 
President of the Madagascar 
Primate Research Group (GERP)

Do not let our lemurs vanish 
from their natural habitats.



AVEC LA CARTE 
PLATINUM, DÉCOUVREZ 
UN MONDE DE 
POSSIBILITÉS 
INFINIES

Des avantages exclusifs 
de paiements et des expériences 
uniques en mobilité.

BFV-SOCIETE GENERALE, Société Anonyme avec conseil d’administration au capital de 14 000 000 000 MGA, inscrite au RCS D’ANTANANARIVO sous le N° 98B 00 771, N° STAT 
64191 11 1998 0 10078, NIF 2000002711 dont le siège social est sis à 14, Rue Général RABEHEVITRA, ANTANANARIVO 101, inscrite dans liste des banques et établissements 
financiers sous le N°008/ba/1998 - Tél. : +261 20 22 206 91 - Site : www.societegenerale.mg

Parlez-en avec votre conseiller.
www.societegenerale.mg



16   The American  December Qtr 2021

u.s. embassy

Small reforestation project near Soatanana.  Reforestation rebuilds soil, provides 

shade, combats erosion, helps with water management, and sequesters carbon.

Climate Change and Land Use Practices – Cause for Alarm

I
n late October, 120 world leaders 

and nearly 40,000 representatives 

from civil society, business, and 

non-profit communities registered 
to attend the COP26 conference 

in Glasgow, focusing the world’s 

attention on a common global threat 

– climate change.  Madagascar is 

already experiencing increased 

temperatures, major flooding caused 
by violent cyclones and intense rainfall 

which devastate cities and farmlands, 

and more frequent droughts partially 

due to the changing climate.  In fact, in 

2018, according to the Global Climate 

Risk Index, Madagascar ranked fourth 

among the nations most affected by 
extreme weather events associated 

with climate change.  Deforestation, 

which leads to lack of precipitation and 

increased temperatures, is another 

driver of droughts and localized 

temperature increases in many parts 

of the country.  Cutting down large 

swaths of forest can reduce soil 

moisture, which then negatively affects 
the ability of farmers to successfully 

grow crops, leading to economic 

insecurity.  In addition to these negative 

effects on agriculture and livelihoods, 
deforestation also contributes to 

pandemics.  By removing habitat for 

wild animals, humans are more likely 

to interact with wild species, setting 

the stage for potential spillover events 

and disease transmission.  Finally, by 

burning and cutting down forests, 

carbon emissions are released, which 

then exacerbates climate change 

– contributing to the vicious cycle 

of increased temperatures, floods, 
drought, further deforestation, and 

social and economic hardship. 

Drought, Migration, and 
Destruction of Protected 
Areas – A Race to the Bottom

In western Madagascar, the dry 

forest within the Menabe Antimena 

protected area declined from 

100,000 to 50,000 hectares from 
2008 to 2020.  The protected area 
has come under pressure from slash 

and burn agricultural methods and 

illegal commercial maize cultivation, 

especially as migrants escaping 

food insecurity and economic 

hardship in southern Madagascar 

have moved into the region.  These 

migrants leave behind their native 

villages and ancestral homes where 

agricultural lands are threatened by 

years of ongoing drought.  Scientists 

predict that at the current rate of 

deforestation, the entire dry forest 

and its unique endemic species in 

the Menabe Antimena protected area 

could be lost in as little as four years.  

These same practices have led to 

the destruction of other protected 

areas in Madagascar and contributed 

to drought and food insecurity in the 

fragile desert ecoregion of southern 

Madagascar. This happens because 

the unique, native flora of southern 
Madagascar is specially adapted to 

the arid environment and poor soil 

that doesn’t retain water.  When the 

southern forests are cut and the native 

Restoring Madagascar’s Forests – 
A Pathway to a Sustainable, Green Economy
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The central high plateau, the breadbasket of Madagascar, is marked by landscapes 

nearly devoid of trees, terraced hillsides of compacted soil, and brushlands charred 

from burning scrub. 

flora destroyed, there is little to anchor 
the soil which is blown or washed 

away leaving exposed sand and rock.  

This exposed sand is picked up by 

the wind creating sandstorms that 

smother crops, leaving people without 

food and livelihood.  

Restoring Forests – 
A Pathway to a Sustainable, 
Green Economy

To break this cycle of deforestation 

and to restore the environment, 

trees need to be planted and 

existing and new forests better 

protected.  Regenerating natural 

forests not only stores carbon, but 

also mitigates against temperature 

increases and erratic rainfall at the 

local level.  Restoring forests rebuilds 

water tables and soil, providing 

opportunities for agroforestry and 

sustainable agriculture.  Rebuilding 

the forests’ natural capital provides 

an opportunity to help communities 

diversify their small-scale economies, 

mitigate against the impacts of 

environmental degradation, and 

support Madagascar’s Climate Change 

Nationally Determined Contributions 

from the COP26. 

Ecotourism is Madagascar’s 

international brand and one of its 

green economy drivers.  Restoring 

natural forests and protecting intact 

ecosystems provides important 

habitats for wildlife as well as an 

economic lifeline for community-

supported ecotourism.  Once the 

COVID-19 epidemic is under control 
and tourists feel safe to return to 

Madagascar, there is enormous 

potential for Madagascar to be one of 

the international leaders in ecotourism 

by demonstrating sustainable, “climate 

friendly” practices.  Madagascar has 

a wide range of landscapes, micro-

climates, and endemic species.  For 

example, as an alternative to the “Big 5” 

large animal safaris in South Africa, 

Madagascar could create ecotourism 

circuits to see the “Big 25” lemurs.  

Scaling up sustainable ecotourism 

is an economic opportunity with 

the potential to raise the country 

out of poverty in the same way 

that ecotourism supports the 

economies of Botswana, Kenya, and 

Costa Rica.  Tackling Madagascar’s 

dependence on charcoal is an 

economic opportunity for green 

technologies to address fuel needs 

in Madagascar’s villages and cities.  

The government has a ReGreening 

Madagascar Initiative, which is a good 

step towards restoring vegetation 

cover.  Although there is a need to 

plant trees everywhere to restore 

the environment and break the 

cycle of deforestation, tree-planting 

cannot be equated with growing 

and protecting forests.  The fast-

growing eucalyptus and acacia 

species often chosen for reforestation 

projects are meant to meet short 

term demand for timber and fuel, 

and do not serve as replacement 

for Madagascar’s forest resources 

rich in endemic species, nor do they 

count toward Madagascar’s NDC for 

carbon sequestration.  Protecting 

existing forests while regenerating 

natural forests is critical to protecting 

biodiversity and mitigating against 

climate change.  These forests can 

also provide the backbone for a green 

economy based on ecotourism.  

By protecting its remaining forest 

resources, Madagascar would not 

only preserve the nation’s unique and 

globally significant natural heritage, 
but also foster sustainable economic 

opportunities.

By Michelle Zjhra, 
Environment, Science, Technology, 

and Health Officer, U.S. Embassy 
in Madagascar and Comoros
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fashion industry

A large toxic landfill in Ghana (Photo by ABC News Australia)

Mind what you wear!

R
eaching the United Nations “SDG 

12: Responsible Consumption 

and Production” requires 

that we opt for a more sustainable 

use of our natural resources, that we 

manage chemicals and waste in a more 

responsible way, and of course, that we 

substantially reduce our waste generation.

What do they wear in the 
Western world? 
What do we wear in Africa?

Their fall into the trap of fast 

fashion. Brands like Zara and H&M are 

omnipresent in the high streets and 

biggest malls in Europe. The global fast 

fashion market value was estimated at 

USD36 billion in 2019 and is expected 
to reach up to 43 billion in 2029 (Statista 
Research Department).

Fast fashion industry produces 2 to 4 
percent of manmade CO2 emissions 
every year, which is way more than what 

global aviation and maritime transport 

generate (Our World in Data, 2020). 
Textile production is responsible for 38 
percent of greenhouse gases emissions 

annually. 62 percent of synthetic fibres 
and 24 percent of cotton used in the 

fashion industry are fossil fuel-based. 

Manufacturing is one thing. 

Transporting, packaging, and selling 

add more to the carbon footprint of 

those finished goods. Then comes 
consumption. Only one percent of 

materials used to manufacture new 

clothing are recycled, and only 15 

percent of clothing is used with an aim 

of recycling. What happens to the rest?

Our dependency on secondhand 

clothes. According to the Ellen McArthur 

Foundation (2021), Westerners wear 
the same clothe 36 percent less times 
than 15 years ago. This means that their 

purchasing frequency has significantly 
risen over time. Used and unwanted 

clothes then end up in large African 

markets like Kenya (185,000 tons of 
secondhand clothes in 2019) or Uganda, 
and in smaller ones like Madagascar. 

According to the Global Fashion 

Agenda’s Pulse Report, Africans now 

buy twice more garments than in the 

mid-2000s. 

We can acknowledge that secondhand 

clothes give Africans access to cheap 

clothing. We admit that secondhand 

clothing business creates jobs – decent 

or not – for a lot of Africans. We are very 

likely to come across new and unused 

garments from fast fashion brands with 

their original labels in local thrift shops.

Sociologists explain that “re-using” 

things is part of the African culture. 

We cannot deny that that is already a 

significant step towards more responsible 
consumption. Anyway, as responsible 

consumers, we are urged to mind what 

we buy and wear.

�� We could check what is written on 

our clothe labels. We can choose to 

wear garments made of sustainable 

synthetics or organic cotton.

�� We can explore the manufacturer’s 

energy policy along the whole value 

chain before choosing a brand.

�� We can recycle or re-use our old 

clothes, or give them to charity 

organizations.

�� Or we can simply ask ourselves: “Do I 

really need this?” before taking some 

cash out of our wallet. Good for our 

pocket and good for the environment!

No matter what, there will be tons of 

unsellable or waste clothing that will 

unfortunately end up rotting in toxic 

landfills in Africa. For example, on the 
outskirts of Accra, Ghana, we would find 
a 30ft-mountain of discarded clothing. 
There is a risk that African countries 

serve as huge trash bins overloaded with 

used and dirty garments from western 

countries. But it is not too late to change 

the course of events. Without waiting for 

adapted policies, let us start by minding 

what we wear!

By Kenny Raharison
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What is the impact of climate change for 
Madagascar? 

Madagascar actively participated in the annual 

conference. Madagascar has voiced to the 

world the impact of climate change on the Ma-

lagasy population and its willingness to be part 

of the solution. 

How everyone can help? 

Each of us has an important role to play and a 

special obligation to preserve our environment. 

At the helm are the big industries and firms. 

They are widely regarded as being the most 

pollution producing. 

Sustainability is more than just a desire to miti-

gate environmental risks; other practical actions 

must be considered. 

For example: 

 Make a positive contribution within communi-

ties through promotion of economic growth, 

providing better employment conditions and 

supporting quality education for all; 

 Conduct ethical business and have a reliable 

administration; 

 Reduce pollution and enhance the recycling 

of goods; 

 Monitor and assess the environmental 

impact of its activities; 

 Assess and manage in permanence 

risks, including environmental, social and 

governance risks. 

How about investors and companies?  

The ESG concept - environment, social and 

governance - is taking on greater importance. 

This concept strives to promote a new approach 

to sustainable development within society. 

Environment 

 Reducing adverse impacts on the 

environment, 

 Acting towards carbon emission reduction, 

 Prioritizing renewable energies and recycling, 

as well as promoting access to these ener-

gies at reasonable cost. 

Social 

 Equal opportunity and inclusion, 

 Positive contribution in developing 

communities, 

 Commitment to better social security (indivi-

dual, collective). 

Governance 

 Stakeholder commitment to society 

(integrity, accountability...) 

 Promotion and understanding of 

sustainable values by leaders. 

How about global action on this issue? 

COP 26 has agreed on the formation of the 

International Sustainability Standards Board 

(ISSB), a board that will develop high quality 

ESG standards and define stakeholder obliga-

tions. 

This framework will be a single set of global 

standards that companies can use as a 

baseline for their ESG standards. 

Nowadays, there are two existing frameworks: 

the G4 Sustainability Reporting Guidelines, 

which is a Global Reporting Initiative that provi-

des guidance for ESG reporting practices, and 

the Task Force on Climate-Related Financial 

Disclosures (TCFD), which was created in 2015 

by the Financial Stability Board to develop 

consistent disclosures on climate-related finan-

cial risks. 

What implications for companies? 

This standard is a big step for industries to have 

a clear and uniform framework to adhere and 

follow while reporting on the impact of their 

activities on climate change. 

Key starting points for ESG reporting include: 

 Defining the company’s strategies to achieve 

an ESG framework. These strategies outline 

both the means that the company intends to 

put in place in terms of environment (strategy 

for protecting the company in relation to the 

environment and vice versa), social (human 

resources development plans) as well as 

governance (commitments of the company’s 

executives). 

 Defining a disclosure approach by identify 

the priority ESG topics of key stakeholders 

to incorporate into the stakeholder 

engagement tools. 

 Implement these strategies by setting 

objectives and creating an activity roadmap 

 Report to the stakeholders on the company’s 

position at a specific time in relation to the 

objectives set. 

 Although ESG reporting itself is not yet a 

legal requirement, companies should start 

developing a strategy to address ESG is-

sues, accommodate these new practices 

and always be prepared. 

PwC Madagascar can assist you throughout the 

entire process from strategy development to the 

preparation of a compiling ESG report. 

PwC Madagascar is an integral part of PwC 

Sub-Saharan Francophone Africa, which has a 

dedicated regional team in this field with 

international expertise. We would be delighted 

to assist you. 

 

 

Rue Augustin Rajakoba Ankadivato 
Antananarivo 101 
Madagascar 
Tel: +261 (20) 22 217 63 
Fax: +261 (20) 22 338 64  

Site : afrique.pwc.com 

Contacts 
Andriamisa RAVELOMANANA 
Country Senior Partner 
Tax&Legal Los Leader 
andriamisa.ravelomanana@pwc.com  

 
Rondrotiana RABENIRINA 
Partner 
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rondro.rabenirina@pwc.com  

environment, 

or n, : 

Climate is one of the core issues of the global sustainable development 

goals and is being further framed by the 26th United Nations Climate 

Change Conference (UNCCC) 

The climate change has become 
a worldwide topic 
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education

Madagascar is truly warming 

and having less rains, in sum, 

experiencing climate change! From 

the 1960s to date, the mean annual 
temperature has already increased 

by 0.5 degree Celsius and risks to 
ramp by approximately 3.4 degree 
Celsius by the year 2100 under a 
high greenhouse gas emissions 

scenario, according to the country 

profile 2021 produced by the World 
Health Organization and the United 

Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 1 Also, the total 

annual precipitation decreased each 

year since the 1970s to date and 
risks to drop even more by 4 percent 
from about 1,400 parts per thousand 
millimeters (PPT mm) in 2021 to 
1,100 PPT mm by 2100 under a high 
emissions scenario. In 2020, it rained 
only once in the Big South region of 

the island during the normal rainy 

season November-December. 2 

Madagascar does participate to 

the changes of its climate conditions 

because it emits increasing 

greenhouse gas. The annual level 

of CO2 emitted has augmented 

continuously since 1950 (304,082 
tons) but has skyrocketed during the 
last decade, reaching its highest peak 

of 4.17 million tons in 2018. 3 Despite 

a slight decrease to 3.68 million tons 
in 2020 4 the nation’s annual CO2 
emissions participate to national 

warming and diminished rainfalls. 

Our World in Data reports that the 

Land-Use Change and Forestry 

and the agriculture sectors are the 

record sources of CO2 emissions in 

our country (respectively 26.75 million 
tons CO2 equivalent and 23.91 million tons 
CO2 eq.). 

5 During the last two decades, 

more than 1.5 million hectares of our 

island’s forests, about 80 percent of 
the initial tree cover, were deforested 

mainly to grow crops and produce 

wood energy, threatening our air 

quality and the lives of endemic plants 

and animals. 6 Back in 2007, WWF 
pointed out only 40 years remaining 
for all our forests to be cleared.

Climate change aggravates 
drought, famine, poor health, and 
lack of education in Madagascar. 
As a result of absent rains, drought 

in the Big South is accentuated, 

does not favor agriculture, and 

leads to food insecurity, insalubrity, 

and school dropouts. 8 Even though 

climate change is not the sole 

responsible for these plagues, these 

latter are accentuated by the rising 

temperature and loss of precipitation, 

and hence deepen poverty.

Focusing efforts on the education 
system and sector is a primordial 
key solution to reverse the burdens of 

poverty, environmental degradation, 

and the effects of climate change. 
Efforts at the micro level exist but are 
not dependable. Health In Harmony 

for instance launched an agriculture 

1.   World Health Organization & United 

Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 2021. Health and climate 
change country profile 2021. Small 
Island developing states initiatives. Url: 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/

files/resources/WHO-HEP-ECH-CCH-

21.01.08-eng.pdf 
2.   United Nations News. 2021, Jan. 12. 
“Humanitarian crisis looms in Madagascar 

amid drought and pandemic.” Url: https://
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teaching program for communities 

living around the Manombo Special 

Reserve of rainforests since mid-

2020. Two thousand individuals were 
trained to utilize and pass on novel 

techniques on vegetable and rice 

planting, enabling them to harvest 

three times this year instead of once 

like the precedent years. 9 Likewise, 

a woman’s classes about “drought-

resistant crops and techniques” 

provided three meals a day for 400 
people in her neighborhood located 

at a dry zone in the South, reported 

BBC News. 10 Such kind of micro-

scale initiatives plus donations and 

emergency aids from nonprofits 
and international organizations are 

helpful but not enough compared to 

the needs for longer term solutions 

in the whole country.

The government is the only 

agent which can upscale equal 

opportunity for all to learn, 

higher level of literacy, and better 

quality of education by building 

motivating education system 

and prioritizing investment in this 

sector. Yes, it has the responsibility 

to empower the population. Failure 

to do so will intensify chronic 

poverty and the incapacity to create, 

develop and implement smart 

solutions to our problems. It is worth 

to invest a major portion of our little 

financial resources on education. 
Some examples of governmental 

initiatives could be building schools 

where they are too far from villages, 

building houses for skilled teachers 

to motivate them to teach in remote 

places, training additional teachers 

at the regional level, giving higher 

monetary value to teaching positions 

by paying them well, increasing 

access to the internet at the regional 

level, developing energy projects 

at schools and universities, using 

universities, faculties and scholars 

as research centers for pilot projects, 

and constructing roads to liaise 

villages and schools..

The outcomes of a transformed 
education system can raise 
resilient population in our country. 
If all Malagasy people acquire 

the necessary skills, knowledge, 

civism 11  , and civilization, they will 
be more likely able to research, 

create, test, implement, and 

improve innovative technologies, 

techniques, plans and strategies, 

behave as responsible citizens 

who agree to follow procedures, 

rules, and regulations, acquire a 

sense of community while pursuing 

personal goals, plan from the results 

of scientific research, and future 
generations will feel a possibility to 

prosper in their own land rather than 

a need to leave the country for a 

better life elsewhere. These dreams 

may come true with a combined 

consciousness and sacrifice from 
the leaders and the grassroots of the 

country.

Edited by Tsanta N. Rakotoarisoa, 
2019-2021 Fulbrighter. 
She is pursuing a Master’s in 
Environmental Science and 
Policy at Clark University in 
Massachusetts, USA.
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youth initiatives

Razafimamonjy Faniriantsoa Rindranirina, 

founder of BIOMAD

Meeting RAZAFIMAMONJY Rindra, 
a green energy innovator.

D
riven by the passion for 

change and sustainable 

development, Rindra is a 

brilliant environmental student and 

activist who has relentlessly worked 

out to make Madagascar green again. 

A well-paved way with 
a clear-cut purpose.

Currently preparing her Master thesis 

in renewable energies engineering, 

Razafimamonjy Faniriantsoa Rindranirina 
is a green activist and the founder 

of a company named BIOMAD. 

Since 2018, the young woman has 
participated in several conferences, 

competitions and trainings including  

OJADE Madagascar (Organization of 

Young Africans for the Development 

and Emergence of Madagascar), FIJEV 

(the International Youth and Green Jobs 

Forum) led by the OIF (Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie), 
and the International competition 

“Climates Innovation Labs Africa”, where 

her team ended up among the top 

five competitors with their innovative 
project called “Simplified Waste” – an 
Android app intended to make waste 

collection easier. In the current time, she 

continues to collaborate with various 

organizations and associations such as 

IKM (Ivon’ny Kolontsaina Malagasy), the 

international organization “Data flow”, 
and Alliance (Adaptation Alliance Africa-

Asia) that gathers local and international 
organizations involved in tackling climate 

change and achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

Rindra and Biomasse de 
Madagascar. 

Her vision to restore Madagascar and 

create an eco-friendly company arose 

when she realized that Madagascar 

dealt with serious environmental 

issues. “Madagascar is a big island 

with huge potential. Home to nearly 

15,000 species of plants – 90 percent 

of which are endemic to Madagascar, 

yet, 50,000 ha disappear annually due 

to human action: wood exploitation, 

the “tavy” (burn agriculture) and 

the use of coal”, Rindra says. Feeling 

long desperate with the situation, 

Rindra started her nature-friendly 

and solution-oriented business called 

BIOMAD or Biomasse de Madagascar, 

officially launched in June 2019 during 
FIJEV-OI held at the International 
Conference Centre (CCI Ivato). 

BIOMAD designs bio-charcoal and 

produces biogas to help slow down 

deforestation in Madagascar. Through 

BIOMAD, Rindra seeks to lower the rate 

of deforestation up to 70 percent, to 
encourage rural population to substitute 

wood energies into biogas and bio-coal, 

and to contribute to rural development 

by appealing to environmental 

conservation emergency. 

Rindra’s innovative solution to 

transform agricultural and forestry 

waste into biogas and bio-charcoal 

has been acknowledged and 

acclaimed. She has been offered 
the opportunity to publish an article 

about green economy in a scientific 
journal called Sciences Letters. In 

her article, she argues that the most 

effective way to solve this glaring 
problem is to create green jobs and 

to foster green and blue economies. 

She states: “As I wrote in my article 

entitled ‘Empowering Green Economy 

in Post COVID-19 World Order’, we 

need to focus on creating green 

employment and boosting green 

economy to end climate disaster, to 

promote sustainable development 

and environmental protection in 

Madagascar”. 

“Let’s act together to build a better 

world far from climate change”, 

Rindra concludes. 

Get in touch with Rindra: 

Phone number: 0342590398

Email address: 

faniriantsoarindranirina@gmail.com

By Volahanta Raharimanana



TEAROOM

PASTRY SHOP

BAKERY

FINE FOODS

Viventa Plaza Ambatobe
034 05 602 77

ambatobe@legourmet.mg

Zone Zital Ankorondrano
032 03 562 01 - 034 05 606 11

info@legourmet.mg

OPENING
SOON

New store

Ivato

After a fond farewell to the old, here we are 
again looking forward to the new things that are 
still yet to come.

May this New Year 2022 bless you with HEALTH, 

WEALTH, PROSPERITY, and HAPPINESS!

May you fill this New Year 2022 with new 
ADVENTURES, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, and 

LEARNINGS!

The AmCham Board

The AmCham Executive Team

AmCham’s Charter and

Sponsoring Member:

AmCham’s 

Sponsoring Member:



24   The American  December Qtr 2021

unfpa

S
oalandy, a 31-year-old mother 
of four, stooped down, picked 

up a pebble, threw it across 

the parched earth, and watched the 

stone roll across the dusty ground.  

“Look at that,” she said with her arms 

opening wide, “the ground is so dry, 

and how many more years can we 

survive with this drought?”

Soalandy’s family has lived for many 

generations in the Grand Sud of 

Madagascar. The last three years of 

extreme drought scorched the land, 

blighted crops, ended livelihoods, 

and veered off the development 
trajectory in this southern part of the 

island country.

This layered combination of issues 

caused 2.78 million inhabitants of the 
Grand Sud to now grapple with the 

debilitating effects of climate change. 
The severe drought is causing 

food insecurity and malnutrition for 

more than one million people. The 

perennial low rainfall has serious 

cascading effects – from straining 
the already stretched employment 

situation, to raising poverty levels, 

limiting access to health and 

nutritional services, and creating a 

more damaging impact on the lives 

of many young women and girls on 

top of the COVID-19 crisis.

As Grand Sud is in the midst of 

relentless drought, which are made 

worse by desertification and pest 
invasions, we will see exacerbated 

food insecurity, decimated livelihoods 

and in many instances, force families 

to flee their homes.

Records show that the current crisis 

increases the challenges in meeting 

the unmet need for family planning 

and ending maternal mortality. With 

the pandemic, cases of gender-

based violence are spiking up in the 

southern regions, with 27.1 percent 

of women reported as GBV victims.

At the eye of this climactic storm 

is the fragile sexual and health 

reproductive needs of young women 

and girls.

Pregnant and breastfeeding women 

and girls are more vulnerable during 

disasters due to their limited mobility 

and their increased need for food, 

water, hygiene supplies, and quality 

maternal health care services.  

Insufficient medical support endangers 
lives, and people who menstruate may 

have disrupted access to menstrual 

health products or sanitation facilities. 

Young women and adolescent girls 

are also vulnerable to sexual violence, 

unintended pregnancies, and forced 

marriage.

Let us pause for a second and look 

at some of the worrying figures. 
Based on 2021 projections in Grand 

Sud, in Atsimo Andrefana, there is 

a 638 Maternal Mortality Ratio per 

100,000 live births. Androy records 

28 per cent unmet family planning 

needs, and GBV numbers are pegged 
at 39 per cent.

These are numbers and figures that 
symbolize priceless lives. One unmet 

need, one GBV victim, one maternal 
mortality is too many. In my work here 

in Madagascar, I am in awe of the 

power and resilience of the Malagasy 

people. Young women and girls in 

particular bear the brunt of the crisis, 

and the burden gets heavier with 

the pandemic and layers of climate-

induced challenges.

However, we see glimpses of 

hope amidst all the seemingly arid 

landscape and desperate need for 

assistance. Nahindra escaping from 

child marriage and claiming back her 

rights and life; midwives like Elysa 
saving lives of hundreds of women 

and newborns and ensuring access 

to sexual reproductive health and 

rights; and many other champions 
who are our partners in the region.

Sharing in this optimism, UNFPA, 

in partnership with the Government, 

donors and partners, rolled out caravans 

of mobile clinics to provide integrated 

services on SRH, GBV and Family 
Planning. Such initiatives provided 

hundreds of prenatal consultations, 

Hope amidst the blight: 
Severe drought in Grand Sud 
causes severe insecurity
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obstetrical ultrasounds, hygiene kits, 

treatments, family planning services, 

and others. Rare services in the remote 

parts of the region.

In addition, community mobilizations 

enabled GBV sensitization, as well as 
psychosocial support to GBV survivors. 

All of these efforts are backed by 
the Government initiatives for the 

sustainable resilience of the people 

in this part of the island, in terms 

of population’s well-being and 

infrastructure improvement.

While we can slightly bask in these 

successes, there are still many 

challenges ahead of us in ensuring 

the rights of women and girls in 

Grand Sud remain intact despite the 

humanitarian crisis. Together with the 

government, donors, UN agencies 

and other development partners, 

UNFPA is in the Grand Sud to ensure 

that no one is left behind, especially 

young women and girls.

To quote Soalandy and her answer 

to her hopes for the future of her 

daughters in Grand Sud, “We are like 

plants. We will somehow rise despite 

the drought and bear flowers and 

fruits once again.” Such is the power 

of hope for Grand Sud.

Reflections by Koffi Kouame, 
UNFPA Resident Representative in 
Madagascar and Country Director 
for Comoros, Mauritius and 
Seychelles
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R
ules advanced sufficiently 
to allow the needed pivot to 

implementation.

GLASGOW, Scotland (13 November 
2021) - We came to Glasgow 
expecting leaders to agree to a 

step change in the pace and scale 

of climate action. While we didn’t 

get the step-change, and the text 

agreed is far from perfect, we are 

moving in the right direction, says 

global environmental group WWF.

Governments had to make progress 

in resolving three major gaps: a gap 

in targets to reduce emissions, a 

gap in rules to deliver and monitor 

progress, and a gap in financing the 
climate action needed to put the 

world on a pathway to a safer future.

Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, WWF Global 

Lead on Climate and Energy, 

said: “We must acknowledge that 

progress was made.  There are now 

new opportunities for countries to 

deliver on what they know must be 

done to avoid a climate catastrophe. 

But unless they sharply pivot to 

implementation and show substantial 

results, they will continue to have their 

credibility challenged.”

COP26 wrapped up today with weak 
decisions in a number of important 

areas, including adaptation, loss and 

damage and climate finance. But, 
there are significant hooks in the text 
for countries to increase short-term 

climate ambition and to implement 

binding climate policies.

This COP marks the first time that 
fossil fuels subsidies are mentioned 

in an approved decision text as well 

as the recognition of the need to 

ramp up investments in clean energy 

while ensuring a just transition. The 

first text was well received. Yet, we 
were deeply disappointed by the 

watering-down of the language on 

coal from phase-out to phase-down 

by a single country, India. WWF 

emphasizes that strong language, 

deadlines and ways to operationalize 

are needed if we are to achieve the 

needed transition away from all fossil 

fuels. Countries know there will be 

no resolution of the climate crisis 

unless we see deep decarbonization 

in every sector, concrete actions 

to stop nature loss, and scaled up 

restoration.

Pulgar Vidal said: “The call for a 

short-term ratcheting-up of climate 

pledges by 2022 is welcomed by 

WWF. We are in the middle of a 

climate emergency, but we are still 

on track for warming well above 2°C 

according to recent analyses, a future 

A disappointing COP26 closure, 
but keeps a narrow window open for 1.5°C.
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that will be catastrophic for millions 

of people and for nature. Countries 

must collectively fulfill 50 percent CO2 

reductions by 2030 and deliver on this 

ratcheting-up mechanism in 2022 with 

a 1.5°C goal in mind.”

Importantly, the final text recognizes 
the critical role of nature in 

achieving the 1.5°C goal, encourages 

governments to incorporate nature 

into their national climate plans, 

and establishes an annual ocean 

dialogue for ocean-based mitigation 

and adaptation action.

Pulgar-Vidal concludes: “Nature 

truly arrived at COP26. Leaders are 

finally recognizing that action to 

protect and restore nature must be 

at the heart of our response to the 

climate crisis, in tandem with a full 

transformation of the energy system. 

COP26's recognition of the role of 

nature must catalyse all countries to 

increase the contribution of nature in 

their national climate plans.”

WWF emphasizes the contribution 

that nature-based solutions have 

in increasing the resilience of the 

most vulnerable and meeting the 

Sustainable Development Goals. All 

this must be done with local nature 

stewards, especially Indigenous 

People and Local Communities, front 

and centre leading on this agenda. 

The nature-based solutions concept 

was removed from the final text in 
Glasgow and needs to be taken-up 

at COP27 in Sharm El Sheikh.

The text also recognized the role 

that the Marrakesh Partnership has 

had in raising the momentum for 

increased climate action by non-

state actors (cities, sub-national 
governments, financial institutions 
and businesses) who have shown 
that this is not only possible, but 

desirable.  Something that also 

emerged clearly this week was 

citizens' demand for credibility, with 

the UN Secretary General António 

Guterres establishing a High-Level 

Expert Group to give clarity to 

corporate emission reduction claims. 

WWF strongly believes that all 

climate pledges must follow five core 
principles: real absolute greenhouse 

gas emissions reductions; targets 
based in science and that run across 

all the value chain; adopt a rights-
based approach and finally, be 
subject to monitoring, reporting and 

verification.

“Keeping global warming below 1.5°C 

is still possible, as long as we build 

on this momentum and scale up the 

global response to the climate crisis. 

But the window is closing fast, so it’s 

time for world leaders to fulfil all of 

their promises to guarantee the future 

we all want and deserve”.

Tanya Steele, Chief Executive at 

WWF-UK, said: “This summit has seen 

the goal of limiting global warming to 

1.5C become the North Star guiding 

us all, but a clear pathway is far from 

certain, and we still have a long way 

to go.”

We are encouraged by the 

recognition that nature must be 

an integral part of tackling the 

climate crisis and by commitments 

on curbing fossil fuel subsidies. 

Requesting countries to bring their 

climate pledges in line with the Paris 

Agreement by the end of next year is 

also a small but significant step. We 
now need to see delivery with rapid, 

deep and ongoing emissions cuts 

alongside support for vulnerable 

countries facing current and future 

climate impacts.

“Glasgow is the start line and not 

the finish. The UK presidency must 
continue to ensure that every climate 

promise is kept.”



destination madagascar

Ampefy, in the Itasy region known for the lake, rivers, and volcano.
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Ampefy is located about two-hour 

drive away from Antananarivo, on 

the shores of the Itasy Lake. The 

small village of Ampefy is a greatly 

appreciated weekend destination 

to trade stressful city life for a more 

peaceful and quiet environment. 

Visitors are welcomed in a countryside 
setting, the best choice for relaxation in 

an exceptional landscape showcasing 

fields of crops and traditional houses. 

A boat trip around Lake Itasy, a bike ride 

to the Lily Waterfall, and a visit to the 

sacred islet, where the tomb of a 17th 
century ruler is located, will be unique 

and not-to-be-missed experiences 

worth photographing.

For fishing and canoeing enthusiasts, 

the Itasy Lake offers a simply wowing 
landscape and is famous for its fish 
(mainly carps and tilapias), as well as 
fruits and vegetables. Ampefy offers 
pleasant hikes or bike rides towards 

the lakes of Antohomadinika and 

Andranoratsy along with some swamps.

The cold-water geysers of Ampefy 

are worth visiting. Jets of water gush 

out of holes in the ground that you 

will find in a clay area. Under the 
burning sun, visitors enjoy standing 

next to the jets where the pressure is 

strong enough to take a cold shower 

– keeping their clothes on, of course 

– without using soap. A children's pool 

with warm water has been set up. 

What about a clay massage?

A small detour to Lily Waterfall, 

in Antafofo, is a must during your 

visit in Ampefy. Many legends arose 

from this waterfall, including the 

one about the planter "Vazaha" who 

mourned his daughter Lily after she 

was reported missing at this place. 

After unsuccessful searches, the 

inhabitants of the village gave the 

name of the young girl to the waterfall. 

To better appreciate the beauty of the 

region, it is advised to go there on foot. 

The nature gives a majestic show. The 

hike will take you through volcanic hills 

and through small villages made of 

red clay houses. The buzzing of water 

can be heard from far away, and the 

environment becomes cooler with 

each step.

The region's weather conditions 

are relatively cool throughout the 

year. Almost all of the nearby hills 

and mountains have been completely 

clear-cut and made cultivable by the 

Merina people. Note that a trip right 

after the rainy season, around April or 

May, is a good idea. This is because 

before tropical rains fall, the water 

levels will be low and the waterfall will 

be weak. And during rainy seasons, 

the way will be merely unusable.

Edited by Iangotiana Rakotovao

 Sources: Madagascar Treasure 
Island, TripAdvisor, Voyage 
Madagascar, Ile Rouge 

The town of Ampefy: the place to enjoy 
Madagascar’s only geysers.
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destination madagascar

Festival of whales, historic sites, 

heavenly beaches, Sainte-Marie 

remains an inescapable and a dream 

place for vacation.

Also known as Nosy Boraha, Sainte-

Marie is a tropical island located at 

the heart of the Indian Ocean. It lies in 

the Northeast of Madagascar and is a 

small island – only 60 kilometers long 
and five kilometers wide. Thanks to 
its idyllic seascape and its places full 

of history, the island has become a 

popular tourist destination that amazes 

not only foreigners but also residents. 

Some Malagasy travelers who got 

attracted to the beauty of this small 

island nicknamed it “Andafy kely” 

which, figuratively speaking means 
piece of heaven. 

Libertalia and the legend 
around the chair of miracles.

The story that is told about Ile 

Sainte-Marie is quite mysterious but 

somehow exciting. Known for being 

a former pirates’ habitat, the island is 

located on the zone of pirates who 

traveled by ships returning from 

the East Indies. Since it was near 

the maritime route, those so called 

bandits of the seas stayed there 

to finally settle in. Between the 17th 

and the 18th centuries, Nosy Boraha 

became a popular campground for 

pirates where a utopian free colony 

named “Libertatia”, commonly known 

as “Libertalia” was founded. 

There is another legend that goes 

unnoticed by many, yet, still makes the 

charm of the place, that of the chair of 

miracles. This chair does exist for real 

and is located in the island of Forbans 

where legendary pirates lived at that 

time. The island of Forbans is found in 

the bay of Sainte-Marie’s main town, 

Ambodifototra. On this island, a chair 

believed to be magical is built. The 

legend of the chair has been linked to 

the enchanting story of a marginalized 

pirate called “Koko” and “Darafify”, the 

last giant from the East coast. The story 

relates that Koko was an unfortunate 

bandit of the seas who dreamt of good 

fortune and abundance. One day, he 

met with Darafify who unveiled the 
secret of making his dream come 

true. Darafify suggested him to make 
a wish that starts with “Dear Darafify” 

and ends with “Balawas Balawas” 

while contemplating the sunset and 

admiring the orange-colored sky. 

Koko did so, and the following day, 

his wish was fulfilled. To honor Darafify 
in exchange to his precious gift, Koko 

built a gigantic chair with a view of 

the sunset. From then on, the chair 

has been considered a place where 

wishes are welcomed and miracles 

occur, hence its denomination “the 

chair of miracles”.

These are perceived as legends; 
nevertheless do not necessarily 

mean unreal. No matter what, Ile 

Sainte-Marie remains a must-see 

destination for travelers and tourists. 

Enjoy its various historic places and 

monuments such as this chair of 

miracles and the pirate cemetery 

found downtown; the first Catholic 
Church in Madagascar established 

during French colonization and its 

smaller island filled with history and 
wonders – Ile Aux Nattes. 

Edited by Volahanta Raharimanana

 Sources: ONTM / Office du 
Tourisme de Sainte-Marie / 
Princesse Bora Lodge & Spa

Ile Sainte-Marie: What does 
the legend tell about the island?
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fragment of history

F
or more than 30 years, the 

Congress has debated climate 

change with varying results. 

The process of developing a global 

agreement to address climate change 

began in the early 1990s. Back in 1992, 

more than 150 countries signed a new 

treaty established by the United Nations. 
The treaty created a multinational task 

force to support the global response 

to the threat of climate change. Every 

year, delegations from countries that 

signed up to this convention gather for 

the Conference of the Parties, more 

commonly known as COP.

In 1992, President George H.W. Bush 

signed the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), which committed all nations 
to action and laid the groundwork for 

future agreements. During the same 

period, renewable energy received 

a boost that played a key role in the 

rapid expansion of the wind industry. An 

investment tax credit for solar energy 

installations was then added to the tax 

code by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. 
In June 1997, the Senate passed a 

non-binding resolution declaring that 

the United States should not enter into 

an international climate agreement. 

The Clinton administration proceeded 

with the negotiation that set emissions 

targets for developed countries only, 

but the agreement was never submitted 

to the Senate for advice and consent. 

In 2001, President George W. Bush 
declared that the United States would 

not sign it.

In the 108th Congress from 2003 

to 2004, major bipartisan efforts to 

reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 

began to bear fruit. Among other bills 

in 2003, Senator John McCain and 
Senator Joe Lieberman proposed the 

Climate Stewardship Act of 2003 to 
institute a cap-and-trade program to 

reduce the emissions of the electricity, 

manufacturing, commercial, and 

transportation sectors – representing 85 
percent of U.S. emissions. 

In 2007, Congress mandated emissions 

reporting. As part of the Fiscal Year 

2008 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
enacted in 2007, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) was directed to 
issue a rule requiring public reporting 

of greenhouse gas emissions from 

large sources. Between 2008 to 2010, 

cap-and-trade legislation is passed by 

the House of Representatives. The U.S. 

House of Representatives passed the 

American Clean Energy and Security 

Act of 2009 by a score of 219 to 212 in 
June 2009. In May 2012, Congress 

passed the National Flood Insurance 

Program Extension Act, reauthorizing 

the program for five years, ending a 
series of short-term extensions. 

In February 2016, Carlos Curbelo and 

Ted Deutch launched the bipartisan 

Climate Solutions Caucus in the 

House of Representatives. Then, in 

2018, Congress passed a two-year 
budget agreement that extended and 

expanded key financial incentives for 
investments in several advanced low-

carbon technologies.

Starting from 2019, climate change 

has become a priority since Democrats 

regained control of the House of 

Representatives. In December 2020, 
Congress passed an omnibus package 

that includes the first major energy 
policy since 2007.

Edited by Iangotiana Rakotovao

 Sources: Washington Post, Center 
for Climate and Energy Solutions

The U.S. Congress Climate History
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